
April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory! I hope you and your family are staying safe, healthy, and well during 

these days. Even though this time can be unsettling, I encourage you to find your soul’s rest in 

God, for our heart will be restless until it rests and remains in Him, as St. Augustine reminds us. 

God is very close to us, but so many thoughts, distractions, and considerations disorient our 

recognizing His presence, voice, and words to us, as it was for the two disciples walking on the 

road to Emmaus caught up in their own cloud of unknowing. Perhaps we are experiencing in these 

days something similar in our longing for why it is not this way and how it ought to be. 
 

What brings the two disciples out of themselves and their ‘what-do-we-do-now-ness’? It is 

listening to the Lord speak so that their hearts burn within them along the way. His voice captures 

their attention and then His Word captivates them so completely that from this moment forward, 

they no longer set to ‘figure everything out’ on their own. By listening to the voice of the Risen 

One and being fed on His every Word, they learn that ‘the things of God’ do not make sense when 

left to the foolish musings of human hearts slow to believe. The disciples cannot move one step 

away from themselves and toward greater union and intimacy with the Lord without His divine 

assistance. It is impossible for them to make sense of anything; all they can manage to do is to talk, 

which on their own, only leads them further down the path of disappointment. The discouragement 

initially felt by the disciples is divinely transformed by the Incarnate Word speaking to the 

innermost longing and yearning of their hearts. It is precisely down the path of prayer with the 

Lord that sense is found in what appears to be a senseless situation; discouragement turns to joy; 

sorrow gives way to consolation; and momentary tragedy finds new life and divine glory in the 

Incarnate Word of God. Let us be reminded of the truth of the words spoken by our blessed Lord 

elsewhere in the Gospel: ‘Apart from me, you can do nothing’. Without Him and outside of the 

Lord, we cannot make sense of anything; but taught and informed by Him, we learn to see that in 

the risen Lord Jesus Christ our hope is restored and renewed. 
 

This week, then, let us listen.  Let us learn to know the sound of His voice – God’s voice. For it is 

His voice and Word that brings incomparable joy; a joy inexpressible in human terms.  Let us 

cherish the time to sit in the silence and simply listen. May the silence of our heart be the waiting 

room where we anticipate the glorious entrance of the Divine Physician with a voice so 

commandingly reassuring that we hang on His every word, knowing that it is the true medicine 

and balm of relief to sooth our aching heart. May listening for Him and to Him become joyful 

habits of our life. May His Word be the anchor of hope deep within our soul transforming the 

entire dynamic of life for us and within us, so that when it is time for us to speak, we speak of Him 

and what He has spoken to us. For when we hear the voice of God and listen to His Word, we will 

be like the two disciples on the road, so captivated by Him and caught up in Him that we will 

follow wherever it is He leads us. 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 
 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


